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Economic Stability 
Slow economic growth after the Great Recession led to cost-related barriers that left many 
Rhode Islanders unable to properly access healthcare services. Ultimately, this economic 

residents. Homelessness, mental healthcare, and missed appointments undoubtedly 
make the experiences of low-income residents far different from better-resourced 
communities. Economic stability is a complex, and exceedingly important social 
determinant of health in the State of Rhode Island. This section targets labor shortage in 

LogistiCare partnership, and lack of interagency coordination as key policy areas where 
the State of Rhode Island can make meaningful changes for its most vulnerable 
populations. Addressing economic instability means giving low-income residents a stable 
footing during these difficult times, and is exceedingly necessary in a multifaceted 
approach to increasing health outcomes. 
 

Neighborhood and Built Environment 

outcomes of a population. This domain includes the availability of healthy food, the 
quality of housing, the safety of the neighborhood, and clean environmental 
surroundings. Among these issues, Rhode Island should examine its low-quality 
housing stock and the barriers that exist in accessing healthy foods. To improve its 

Massachusetts' Pediatric Asthma Pilot Program, which uses preventive health services 

access to healthy foods, Rhode Island should work with accountable entities to 
implement a farme -state nonprofit that 
sells locally grown, healthy food at hospitals and medical facilities in areas that lack 
healthy food options. 
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Education 
Educational attainment is key to improving health outcomes and reducing health 
disparities. To promote long term health outcomes, focus must be shifted to several key 
educational outcome measures, including increasing graduation rates, increasing 
attendance rates, and decreasing suspension rates for Medicaid populations. Rhode 
Island can achieve these goals through four key recommendations: improving the 
EPSDT program, engaging pediatricians in HeadStart classrooms, introducing 
pediatricians to IEP decisions, and creating nontraditional educational programs at 
facilities that serve a high number of Medicaid children. 
 

Social and Community Context 
Encompassing many of the other social determinants, the domain of social and 
community context focuses on the elements around social cohesion as it relates to a 

components. More specific issues within the domain include access to health services 
and resources networks, family structure, perception and impact of discrimination, and 
incarceration. Rhode Island can focus on addressing social cohesion as it relates to 

include a network of healthcare providers that utilize our proposed assessment to 
identify gaps in accessibility and community-specific needs, partnering first responders 
with social and community health workers, and creating health-focused events to 
address chronic illness.  
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  BACKGROUND  
Rhode Island, the smallest state in the United States, has a population of just 

over one million residents. The racial and ethnic demographics of Rhode Island 
consist of 81.4% identifying as white, 5.7% as Black or African-American, 2.9% as 
Asian, and 12.4% Hispanic or Latino. The median household income is $56,852 per 
year, and 13.9% of the population live under the poverty line. Nationally, 14.5% of 
the population is under the poverty line.1 

In a report released by the Kaiser Family Foundation in June 2017, an 
estimated 29% of the population was considered low-income. Medicaid covered 
one in seven adults under the age of 65, and one in four children. In Rhode Island, 
Medicaid plays a huge role in the healthcare system.2  

In 2010, former President Barack Obama signed the Affordable Care Act (ACA) 
into law. The ACA provided subsidies to consumers that lowered the costs of 
healthcare, expanded the medicaid program, and promoted innovative medical 
care practices.3 Under the ACA, an extra 93,000 Rhode Islanders became eligible 
for Medicaid. The ACA expanded Medicaid to the following:4  

 Childless adults who earned up to 138% of the federal poverty level 
(FPL), 

 Pregnant women with household incomes up to 253% of poverty,  
 Children with household incomes up to 261% of poverty. 

Once Rhode Island expanded Medicaid, the uninsured rate dropped to 5.7% in 
2015, which represented one of the lowest rates in the country. The low uninsured 

its population has 
access to quality healthcare.  

Over the last few years, Medicaid in Rhode Island has shifted its approach to 
health and has begun using Accountable Care Organizations, which are 
organizations of stakeholders who aim to improve the quality of healthcare to 
their beneficiaries. One focus on their work includes the social determinants of 

                                                 
1 Proctor, B. (2016). Income and Poverty in the United States: 2015. 
2 Henry J Family. Foundation. (2017). Medicaid In Rhode Island [Fact Sheet]. Retrieved from 
http://files.kff.org/attachment/fact-sheet-medicaid-state-RI 
3 HealthCare.gov Glossary. 
4 Norris, L. (2016). Rhode Island and the ACA's Medicaid expansion: eligibility, enrollment and benefits. 
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