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WWS 401a - To Medicate or Not? Children and Drug Policy 

ROB 020, Thursday, 1:30-4:00 PM
Keith Wailoo


In 2000, first lady Hillary Clinton announced an effort to curb the use of Ritalin among very young children. "Some of these children," she said, "have problems that are symptoms of nothing more than childhood or adolescence."  Ten years later, the controversies surrounding medicating children persist -- and have even migrated from attention deficit/hyperactivity disorder to bipolar disease, and other infirmities.  Nearly 5% of American youths under age 20 are on ADHD medication, with boys disproportionately represented.  In other areas, a new class of antipsychotic agents like Resperdal and Zyprexa for bipolar disorder has produced an upsurge in "off-label" prescriptions for children.  While contentious discussion over pediatric prescribing has raged among policy makers, physicians, regulators, parents and children, recent studies have found striking disparities: children on Medicaid were prescribed antipsychotic medicines at four times the rate of children whose parents had private insurance; states like Louisiana saw far higher rates of Ritalin consumption than, for example, the District of Columbia.

This task force will review and analyze these recent trends in medicating children, paying particular attention to state and federal health policies.  It will analyze disparities across regions, consider the evidence on consumption and prescription trends, and weigh the clinical and pharmacological evidence on this issue.  It will examine the uses, misuses, effects, and side-effects of these substances, illuminate the major actors and interests involved in the controversy (families, children, pharmaceutical industry, pediatric and psychological/psychiatric specialists, advocates, etc.), and examine the economic, social, political, cultural, and ethical dimensions of the debate.  Task force recommendations will be in the form of recommendations to both the U.S. Food and Drug Administration and to the New Jersey Department of Youth and Family Services.  
Keith Wailoo is Townsend Martin Professor of History and Public Affairs at the Woodrow Wilson School. 
WWS 401b - Intelligence and US Foreign Policy 

ROB 029, Thursday 1:30-4:00 PM

Keren Yarhi-Milo
The 9/11 attacks and the intelligence pertaining to the Iraqi WMD programs have led policy-makers, academics, and journalists to criticize the practices and judgments of the US intelligence community, acknowledge the gap between ideal and practical intelligence-policy relations, and revisit the sources of intelligence failures and their implications for US foreign policy. 

To address these issues, the task force will examine several topics that are central to putting the recent controversies over the 9/11 attacks and the War in Iraq in context. We will explore the various sources of intelligence failures; the challenges terrorism and nuclear proliferation in particular pose in the context of intelligence analysis in the pre and post Cold War environments; the sources and implications of politicization of intelligence by policy-makers; as well as evaluate the effectiveness of past and more recent attempts to reform the intelligence community. The task force will primarily focus on the US intelligence community, although it may also consider the experiences of Israel and Britain.  It will review different perspectives on the role of intelligence, and the challenges in forging a trusting relationship between intelligence officers and policy-makers.

The final task force report will be in the form of recommendations to the Director of National Intelligence and the United States Senate Select Committee.

Keren Yarhi-Milo is an Assistant Professor of Politics and International Affairs at the Woodrow Wilson School.  She previously worked at the Mission of Israel to the United Nations and served in the Israeli Defense Forces, Intelligence Branch. 

WWS 401c - Economic Patriotism: Dealing with Chinese Takeovers

ROB 005, Monday, 7:30-10:00 PM

Sophie Meunier

China is investing throughout the world, from Peru to Greece, from Kazakhstan to Australia. In the US, most of this investment has taken on the form of the purchasing of debt, which is almost invisible to the public.  What will happen once China starts to invest in and take over prominent American companies and landmarks? This would not go unnoticed by the public; it would surely result in some soul-searching and could provoke a damaging political backlash.  It will certainly strike a sensitive nerve in the current context of talk of America’s decline and the advent of a “post-American” world where economy, security, and national identity are all intertwined.  Tea-Party rhetoric has already begun to focus on these developments.

This task force will examine the appropriate policy responses if China attempts prominent corporate takeovers in the United States.   We will explore previous historical instances of foreign takeovers and political backlash, such as the Japanese buying spree in the 1980s, the attempted Chinese purchase of UNOCAL in 2005, and the Dubai Ports controversy in 2006. We will study the concept of “economic patriotism” and the law governing “sensitive” economic sectors immune from takeovers. We will also examine how other Western nations are reacting to such takeovers, especially in Europe, which seems divided between countries seeing China as a savior and countries seeing China as a predator. We will ask whether attempted takeovers by China will be seen as different from those by Indian or Brazilian companies. 

This topic should be of immediate concern to various branches of the administration, such as the interagency Committee on Foreign Investment in the United States (CFIUS), the Office of International Affairs at the Treasury, the Council of Economic Advisers, the National Economic Council, and the State Department’s Bureau for Economic Affairs.   Task force recommendations will be in the form of a report to senior administration officials of such agencies.

Sophie Meunier is a Research Scholar in Public and International Affairs at the Woodrow Wilson School and the Co-Director of the European Union Program at Princeton. 
WWS 401d - Child and Maternal Health in Developing Countries                                      
ROB 005, Tuesday, 7:30 -10:00 PM

Ingrid le Roux

In  the developing world, poverty, child and maternal malnutrition, HIV/AIDS, TB and other infectious diseases, a threatened environment, war, and internal conflicts not only result in the death of millions of women and children but in sub-optimal lives for many more.   Of the nine million child deaths and 500,000 maternal deaths every year, 99% occur in less developed countries. More than two-thirds of these deaths could be prevented by effective maternal and child health policies and by survival interventions. 

This task force will identify the major challenges to maternal and child health and survival, internationally and in South Africa, which will provide the focus for our work. It will review international health policies developed over time to improve maternal and child health in developing countries and evaluate the health care models through which these policies were implemented; it will  assess their effectiveness in meeting the needs of mothers and children and in reducing maternal and child morbidity and mortality.  The task force will assess how current knowledge could be translated into effective and practical policies that could be successfully implemented in South Africa. The task force report will be in the form of recommendations to the government of South Africa and its provinces on these issues. 

Ingrid le Roux is a physician and the medical director of a community-based child health and development organization, Philani, that operates in informal settlements outside Cape Town. She has helped develop national and provincial child health and nutrition policies for the South African government.
WWS 401e - Purpose and Preference in Selective College Admissions
Bendheim 215, Thursday, 1:30-4:00 PM

Stanley Katz/Jeffrey Orleans
Perhaps no policies reflect a college’s purposes more than its approach to admissions, and   American admissions policies frequently embody preferences for ethnic and racial minorities, for athletes and for alumni legacies.  Since World War II the use of such preferences among selective colleges and universities has become both common and increasingly controversial, with some specific cases resulting in Supreme Court decisions that go well beyond education and affect many aspects of American society.  In addition to minorities, athletes and legacies, colleges have also established preferences based on geography, gender, religion, and socio-economic status.  

This task force will try to determine what the governing principles of selective college admissions should be.  It will explore the justifications for such policies at institutions like Princeton as well as similar private and public institutions. On what assumptions are group preferences based, and do the data support those assumptions?   Would alternative policy grounds be more easily defended?  What are the differences between defending group preferences ethically and legally?  More generally, how do preferences fit into the overall structure of American higher education, which is unique in the world in the breadth and variety of its public and private colleges?  Task force recommendations will be in the form of a report to the quasi-public accrediting agencies, such as the Middle States Commission on Higher Education, that regularly review the performance of higher education institutions.

Stanley Katz is Professor of Public and International Affairs at the Woodrow Wilson School.
Jeffrey Orleans is special advisor to the Council of Ivy Group Presidents; he was the executive director of the Council for 25 years.  
WWS 401f - Combating Chronic Poverty in an Age of Austerity
ROB 011, Tuesday, 7:30-10:00 PM

Hugh Price
The persistence of poverty in America has puzzled and bedeviled policymakers, scholars and advocates for decades.  The national poverty rate is lower than it was a half century ago, but it is demonstrably worse among some vulnerable population subgroups.  Fifty years ago the national poverty rate was 22 percent; it fell to 11 percent by the end of the 1990’s and is now 14.3 percent. Yet as recently as 2009, it stood at nearly 26 percent for African Americans, 25.3 percent for Hispanics, and close to 30 percent among households headed by single women.    

In the mid 1960’s, President Lyndon Johnson famously launched a War on Poverty; years later President Ronald Reagan derisively proclaimed that “the federal government declared war on poverty -- and poverty won.”  The increasingly conservative political mood of the country, the virulent partisanship in Washington, and the grim deficit picture facing the country do not bode well for major new domestic initiatives.    

The task force will try to determine whether there are programmatic approaches and public policies that are sufficiently compelling that they warrant enactment and implementation even in the daunting political and fiscal environment.  Students will explore the nature and causes of chronic poverty; and the track record of myriad anti-poverty interventions that have been tried over the years.  Most importantly, we will assess the purpose and impact of the principal contemporary approaches to “solving poverty.”  These include: strengthening human capital via education and training; augmenting poor people’s income; revitalizing low-income communities; dispersing the concentrated poor; and imposing “tough love”’ in the form of welfare time limits and work requirements.  The participants will consider the effectiveness, affordability and political feasibility of these approaches.  

The task force report will be in the form of recommendations to a national research, philanthropic or advocacy organization devoted to reducing chronic poverty in America.   
Hugh B. Price is the John L. Weinberg/Goldman Sachs Visiting Professor of Public and International Affairs at the Woodrow Wilson School.  He previously served as president and chief executive officer of the National Urban League and vice president of the Rockefeller Foundation.  
WWS 401g - Turkey and the Political Evolution of the New Middle East
ROB 011, Monday, 7:30-10:00 PM

Mario Zucconi

For decades the refusal of authoritarian regimes in the Middle East to open up political space seemed to leave the mosque as the only place in which oppositional politics could be organized. The possibility that Islamism would be the only alternative to Mubarak, Ben Ali and other authoritarian rulers led to American and European leaders to take a cautious approach, at least at the beginning, to the recent uprisings.  In contrast Rashid Ghannouchi, one of the leaders of the opposition in Tunisia, suggested a different political course for the country when he returned from twenty years in exile. “The best model I can think of,” he declared, “is the one adopted by the Justice and Development Party in Turkey.”

Long seen as a secularist authoritarian state, Turkey changed dramatically after a group of former Islamist politicians founded the JDP, then won the national election of 2002; these developments were followed by a period of great economic growth and increased international influence.   More importantly for developments in the Middle East, Turkey’s success story lent credibility to democratic politics, the rule of law, and respect for minority and human rights in the region.   As member of a number of Western organizations and as a nation engaged in formal negotiations to become a member of the European Union, Turkey is in a position to serve as a cultural and political bridge between Western countries and the other Muslim-majority countries in the Middle East.    

This task force will explore the growing regional influence of Turkey and its potential role in the transformation of Middle Eastern politics and in the search for regional stability. The final report of the task force will be in the form of recommendations to the European Union on policies best suited to help enhance and take advantage of Turkey’s central role in the Middle East.
Mario Zucconi is a Senior Fellow at the Italian Social Science Council in Rome.  He previously taught international relations at the School of Political Sciences in Urbino, Italy.

WWS 401h - Confronting the Human Rights Crisis in China

ROB 015,  Monday, 7:30-10:00 PM

Martin Flaherty

Despite historic progress, China in the past three years has experienced what might fairly be characterized as a human rights crisis.  Since the 2008 Olympics in Beijing, the Chinese government has cracked down on previously advancing civil society organizations, Internet outlets, defense lawyers, and human rights activists.  Within the past year the situation has grown dire.  In apparent response to the awarding of the Nobel Peace Prize to Lu Xiaobo and the “Jasmine” Revolution, authorities have expanded their assault on human rights defenders through intimidation, harassment, beatings, torture, and “disappearances” of dozens of leading figures involved in the advocacy of peaceful reform.  In many ways the human rights situation has scarcely been worse since the immediate aftermath of the Tiananmen Square massacre of 1989.

The current human rights crisis has occurred despite, or because of, China’s unprecedented progress on numerous other fronts.  Thirty years of economic reforms has made China’s economy the second largest in the world and has dramatically improved the standard of living for millions. Chinese military power has grown to become a significant factor in regional politics.  These developments have dramatically affected the ability of the U.S. government, the U.N., other transnational bodies, and international NGOs to promote China’s adherence to basic international human rights standards.  Previously useful mechanisms have never seemed weaker.  

This task force will seek to understand the causes and nature of China’s present human rights crisis and consider ways that outsiders can promote reform.  The task force report will be in the form of recommendations to organizations such as the Council on Foreign Relations and to the U.S. State Department.

Martin Flaherty is Leitner Family Professor of International Law and Co-Director of the Leitner Center for International Law and Justice at Fordham Law School in New York.  His is also a founder of the Committee to Support Chinese Lawyers. 
WWS 401i - When Tough Isn’t Enough:  Youth Development Policy in the Americas                                                                                                      

ROB 029, Monday, 7:30-10:00 pm

Hillard Pouncy

An unintended consequence of the Illegal Immigration Reform and Immigrant Responsibility Act of 1996 (IIRIRA) was the growth of ultraviolent transnational street gangs throughout the Americas. Under its provisions noncitizens sentenced to a year or more in prison were to be sent back to the country of their origin for crimes ranging from drunk driving to serious felonies. Up to 20,000 criminals were deported to Central America between 2000 and 2004, many of whom were street gang members who formed local chapters of their old gangs in their new homes.  By 2005 officials estimated the size of just one gang, Mara Salvatrucha, at 70,000 to 100,000 members here and aboard. 

Throughout the Americas the prevalent response to transnational gangs has been ‘get tough’ criminal justice policies and even military operations.  Evaluation research, however, suggests that a combination of policing and preventative youth development policies works better, and the  U.S. Illegal Immigration Reform and Immigrant Responsibility Act includes little noticed and little used provisions for funding and implementing approaches supported by this research. 

This task force will review the implementation of the Illegal Immigration Reform and Immigrant Responsibility Act and its impact on youth in this country and Central America. The task force report will be in the form of recommendations to inter-American youth development agencies and foundations.

Hillard Pouncy is a political scientist and independent consultant.
