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WWS 402a – U.S. Housing Policy
Conference
ROB 010, Thursday, 1:30-4:00 PM

Brandice Canes-Wrone

The stability of the financial system, social mobility, racial integration, education policy, and anti-poverty programs all relate to housing policy. In the past several years, there have been calls from both Democrats and Republicans to reform US housing policy.  The current policy approach, which differs dramatically from that in most industrialized countries, is thought to have contributed to the financial crisis of 2008 and subsequent economic struggles.  Yet reforming the current system is challenging from a policy as well as political standpoint.   

To grapple with this issue, we will examine the history of US housing policy, including low- and moderate-income housing policies, the Community Reinvestment Act (CRA), mortgage regulation, and the secondary mortgage market institutions Freddie Mac and Fannie Mae.  As points of comparison, we will examine the housing policies of other industrialized countries.  We will meet with a variety of US policymakers to learn about how existing policies work in practice. 

Policy conference recommendations will be in the form of recommendations to the Department of Housing and Urban Development and the Department of Treasury. 
Brandice Canes-Wrone is Professor of Politics and Public Affairs, and Faculty Chair of the Woodrow Wilson School undergraduate program.  She publishes on issues of American politics and political economy, and has a project on US housing markets. 

WWS 402b - Renewable Energy and the Electric Grid in the U. S.
Task Force

ROB 010, Wednesday, 7:30-10:00 PM

Harold Feiveson
Renewable and other new energy technologies, especially wind-generated electricity, are growing rapidly worldwide.  One critical constraint on this growth, in the United States and elsewhere, is how the new (intermittent) technologies can be integrated into the electric grid.  Such integration will require both new long-distance transmission lines and the institution of the so-called smart grid.  The long-distance transmission is essential because the greatest resources of wind and solar are often distant from where the generated electricity will be needed.  The smart grid involves the two-way flow (consumer to grid and grid to consumer) of both information and energy, with the goal of allowing demand management, real-time pricing, and the integration into the electric grid of potential energy storage systems such as the plug-in hybrid automobile.
The Policy Task Force will be asked to explore the various policy measures that could be deployed to support effective transmission-grid developments.  Among the policies to be examined are subsidies and incentives for new grid developments; incentives for wind and solar, which are integrally connected to grid issues; new regulations; and policies related to the potential role of the plug-in hybrid.  Students may examine the financial, job creation, and environmental aspects of these issues, as well as relevant developments in Europe, China and Australia.
The task force report may be in the form of recommendations to the North American Electric Reliability Corporation (NERC), the international regulatory authority charged with evaluating the reliability of the electric power system in North America.  NERC is located in Princeton. 
Harold Feiveson is a member and former Co-Director of the Program on Science and Global Security in the Woodrow Wilson School.  He is the Editor and one of the founders of the international journal, Science and Global Security.
WWS 402c – Health Care Reform, Coverage Expansion, and the States
Task Force

ROB 010, Monday, 7:30-10:00 PM

Stephen Somers/James Verdier

The passage of the new health care reform law in March 2010 laid the groundwork for a major expansion of health insurance coverage, with 16 to 20 million new people expected to gain coverage through Medicaid and the Children’s Health Insurance Program (CHIP) beginning in 2014, and another 15 to 20 million through state health insurance exchanges. Much of the responsibility for implementing these coverage expansions will fall to states, which have decades of experience providing coverage to low-income children and families, adults with disabilities and chronic illnesses, and seniors through Medicaid and CHIP. Many states have also helped lower-income people obtain private health insurance coverage. Finally, all states have regulatory responsibility for private health insurance. In short, the states will be at the center of the coverage expansion action. Simultaneously, however, they are dealing with their most serious budget problems in decades, putting severe limits on their capacity to implement these expansions.
In this task force, we will work with the federal government’s newly established Medicaid and CHIP Payment and Access Commission (MACPAC), which advises Congress on key coverage expansion challenges facing the states and federal policymakers, and suggests potential solutions for the Congress to consider. 
Stephen Somers is president of the Center for Health Care Strategies, Inc. in Princeton. He previously worked at the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation, and was a professional staff member in the U.S. Senate and at the U.S. Department of Health, Education, and Welfare. 
James Verdier is a senior fellow at Mathematica Policy Research, Inc. He previously served as Indiana state Medicaid director, worked at the Congressional Budget Office, and served as a legislative assistant in the U.S. Congress.
WWS 402d – The US-EU Strategic Partnership:

 Crisis Detection, Prevention, and Response Management 
Conference

ROB 011, Monday, 7:30-10:00 PM

James Gadsden

Crisis detection, prevention, and response management will take increasing priority in the US-EU strategic partnership.  Both the US and EU member states are likely terrorist targets for cyber, non-conventional, and WMD attacks.  Recent experience demonstrates that such attacks could be planned and launched from outside of Europe and the US, at times from failed and failing states, or from within Europe and the US and with assistance from abroad.  
The EU has made significant progress in establishing policies and procedures to utilize both civilian and military capabilities, limited as they may be, to detect and prevent crises and to manage crisis response.  The new EU External Action Service (Foreign Ministry) will incorporate a reorganized EU crisis management cell directed by the EU High Representative for Foreign and Security Policy. This cell will supervise and integrate both EU civilian and military personnel operations to detect, prevent, and manage crises. 
The US and the EU have also made significant progress on a series of bilateral agreements establishing the legal bases and procedural structures for law enforcement cooperation.  To extend this cooperation, Washington and the US Mission to the EU are currently working on a proposed framework agreement for US-EU cooperation on crisis response.

The conference will consider whether the scope of US cooperation should be limited to crisis response or should include more comprehensively cooperation on crisis detection, prevention, and response management.  It will examine what priorities should be accorded to which crises, and will analyze the effectiveness and weaknesses of US and EU detection, prevention, and response management policies, structures, capabilities, and practices. The group will also examine NATO’s concept of crisis management through coordinating political, civilian and military efforts.  Finally, the conference will assess the degree to which existing US-EU mechanisms for law enforcement cooperation would permit cooperation on crisis detection, prevention, and response management.  This policy conference report will be in the form of recommendations to the state department on the proposed framework agreement for US-EU cooperation on crisis response.  
Ambassador James I. Gadsden served as Senior Advisor for European Affairs at the US Mission to the UN in New York, US Ambassador to Iceland, and Deputy Assistant Secretary of State for European Affairs.
WWS 402e – Advancing Civil Society in China

Task Force
ROB 010, Tuesday, 7:30-10:00 PM
Martin Flaherty
The economy of the People’s Republic of China has witnessed stunning growth.  It has vastly increased the standard of living for millions and it has also gained new international stature.  China’s political system, however, remains authoritarian.  Corruption at various levels remains a systemic problem, censorship is widespread, and the rule of law has yet to be fully established.  By some estimates tens of thousands of political prisoners are incarcerated in some form of detention.
Lack of transparency and accountability in particular undermine economic, health, and environmental goals, as illustrated by the SARS epidemic, the tainted milk scandal, and the Sichuan earthquake.  Given China’s history and growing strength, confrontational attempts at reform often backfire.  Yet waiting for reform to flow from development has not proven successful either.
One promising way forward is civil society – organizations and associations that enjoy some measure of autonomy from the government or the Chinese Communist Party.  The growth of civil society in China has been exponential in a range of areas, including children’s welfare, women’s rights, environmental protection, and the treatment of AIDS.  This growth in part reflects official openness to addressing critical problems outside traditional authoritarian mechanisms.  Yet central authorities have generally remained committed to maintaining firm state control over Chinese civil society.   The past year has witnessed heightened official pressure on domestic Chinese organizations, including a tightening of restrictions on their funding.
  

This Task Force will survey the current state of civil society in China and consider ways it can be further advanced to promote incremental reform.  The Task Force report will be in the form of recommendations to important non-profit groups working in China and to the Congressional-Executive Commission on China

Martin Flaherty is Leitner Family Professor of International Law and Co-Director of the Leitner Center for International Law and Justice at Fordham Law School in New York.  He is also a founder of the Committee to Support Chinese Lawyers.   

WWS 402f- Conflict Management and U.S. National Security Strategy
Task Force

ROB 005, Wednesday, 7:30-10:00 PM

William Nash

The ability to conduct post-conflict recovery and reconstruction efforts is a necessary element in a U.S. foreign policy designed to help build strong and capable international partners.  This task force will explore how to prevent the recurrence of conflict in states that have recently experienced war. It will examine the current National Security Strategy (May 2010), study the theoretical foundations of state building and conflict prevention, and try to develop an understanding of the spectrum of conflict management: before, during and after the violence.   An important aspect of our work will be examining the civil-military cooperation between the Department of State and the Department of Defense.
The task force report will be in the form of recommendations to senior staff representatives of the Department of State and Department of Defense in Washington.
William L. Nash is a retired U.S.  Army major general; he has extensive experience in combat operations as well as peacekeeping and post-conflict operations.

WWS 402g - Youth Development Policy in the Americas
Task Force
ROB 029, Monday, 7:30-10:00 PM
Hillard Pouncy

Two decades ago American academics, practitioners, policy-makers and politicians responded to what was then seen as a youth development crisis, defined as high teen pregnancy rates, high criminal involvement rates due to gang membership and drug trafficking, high levels of youth unemployment, and low levels of educational achievement. Their policy legacy includes legislation such as the School to Work Opportunity Act of 1994, retention of programs such as the Job Corps, and policy innovations such as career academies and community-based crime reduction strategies.  The concerns that prompted these responses are now widely shared, particularly in the Caribbean and Central America.
In some cases these concerns are literal and direct; young people who are not citizens can face deportation for drug-related crimes especially to the Caribbean and to Central America where they have become a serious public safety problem.   If their parents are still in the United States, the problems are particularly complex.  This issue has led to some efforts to seek an international protocol on the deportation of criminals. Independent of deportation, many countries throughout the hemisphere now face large-scale problems with at-risk youth.
The task force will examine youth development policies in the United States, review conditions in two Atlantic/Caribbean countries, Bermuda and Jamaica, where policymakers are currently dealing with these issues, and explore conditions in El Salvador where deportation of US gang members have presented a particular problem. The task force report will be in the form of recommendations to the government of Jamaica. 
Hillard Pouncy is a political scientist and independent consultant.
WWS 402r – The Arab-Israeli Peace Efforts After the Madrid Conference

Task Force in Cairo, Egypt

Monday, 2:00-4:30 PM

Nabil Fahmy

Task Force Cancelled
The Arab-Israeli conflict has been on-going for over 60 years with numerous wars, active military theatres, peace processes and a number of cease-fire, disengagement, and peace agreements.  In considering how to move forward towards resolving the conflict, it is imperative to comprehend the respective narratives of the different parties about the origins of the conflict. An appropriate point of departure would be the 1991 Madrid Arab-Israeli Peace Conference, which essentially transformed Egypt and Israel’s bilateral process into a regional multilateral engagement that dealt with conflict resolution, peace-building and peace-making.  2011 will be the 20th Anniversary of that Conference and an occasion for analysis and reflection on the lessons learnt.

The task force will consider the foundations upon which the Madrid peace process was convened, the positions of the stakeholders at the time, as well as the institutions established at that point.  It will review the events that occurred pursuant to the conference that determined the direction of the peace process and the resulting positions of each of the regional and national stakeholders.  It will discuss the most fundamental issues of the peace process and attempt to develop policy recommendations for each of the stakeholders in the peace process given the current state of play in the region, including whether or not to continue engagement in the process as it exists today.  It will try to determine the best modalities for pursuing an optimum result for the Arab-Israeli peace process.

Nabil Fahmy is the founding Dean of the School of Global Affairs and Public Policy (GAPP) at the American University in Cairo (AUC). He is a career diplomat at the Egyptian Foreign Ministry. He served as Ambassador to the United States (1999-2008) and to Japan (1997-1999).

WWS 402s – Population and Development in Contemporary Cuba

Task Force in Havana

Antonioo Aja/Pedro Martinez
The task force will examine the Cuban population and the variables that characterize it: mortality, fertility and migration.  It will address the major problems which affect demography and influence the quality of life of a Cuban citizen at various stages in the life cycle.  It will review gender-based issues such as machismo, the “double work shift of women,” and women’s health and fertility concerns.  It will examine issues of special concern to young people, including child support, educational attainment, and job training.  It will address the particular problems of an increasingly elderly population, including housing, income maintenance, and social programs for the aging.  Finally it will discuss some issues that affect the quality of Cuban life across all the age groups, such as migration, racial indicators, environmental factors, food production and food distribution.
WWS 402t – Poverty Alleviation and Employment Creation in South Africa

Task Force in Cape Town, South Africa

Francis Wilson
Since it first came to power in 1994, South Africa’s democratic government has wrestled with  problems of poverty, unemployment and deep inequality that it inherited from the country’s colonial and apartheid past.  While poverty has been somewhat alleviated by the roll out of social welfare grants to children and increased pension to the elderly,  it nevertheless remains a huge problem. At the same time unemployment has become more acute and inequality deeper. In searching for solutions it has become clear that fundamental rethinking is required about how to generate jobs in a political economy in which job reductions have taken place in the agriculture and mining sectors and job increases in the manufacturing and service sectors have not been able to expand sufficiently to provide work for all those who need it.

In October 2010 the South African government announced a new programme aimed at creating 5 million new jobs and reducing the official level of unemployment from 25% to 15% by 2020. Its proposal includes a focus on the ‘green economy,’ not least by investing in alternative, renewable, sources of energy. 

The task force will examine the strengths and weaknesses of South Africa’s employment generation policy since 1994, analyse the new employment initiative, and evaluate short range job policies such as public works and long term employment strategies such as education and agricultural reform.  Its recommendations will be in the form of a revised strategic policy proposal for the national government regarding employment generation over the next decade.

Francis Wilson is Emeritus Professor of Economics at the University of Cape Town.  He founded and for many years directed the Southern African Labour and Development Research Unit.  He also served as was Chairman of the Council at the University of Fort Hare and Chairman of the National Water Advisory Board. 

