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NOUR ABDEL-GHANI
College:  American University  
Major:  International Studies 
Hometown:  Falls Church, Virginia

Nour has interned and worked at several organizations in the District of Columbia area—the Inter-American 
Foundation, Karamah, Coptic Orphans and the American University Washington College of Law. She 
spent last summer in Istanbul, where she served as an English Language Center for Kids Mentor immersing 

children in the English language through various activities and English conversation classes. She has also served as the marketing 
director on the American University School of International Service (SIS) Undergraduate Council where she initiated a video series, 
SIS Spotlights, and created and designed the Council’s first-ever magazine. Nour also designs infographics and writes for an online 
news media organization, Egyptian Streets.

ISLAMUDIN AHMADZAI
College:  George Mason University 
Major:  Global Affairs 
Hometown:  Paktia, Afghanistan

Prior to attending George Mason University, Islamudin received his associate degree from Northern 
Virginia (NOVA) Community College.  While at NOVA, Islamudin founded and was the first president of 
Global Links Club, a student organization focusing on creating and preparing future leaders to efficiently 

understand today’s globalized world. He also served as a student senator in the Student Government Association. Islamudin 
received the SEAL (Service – Excellence – Academic – Leadership) award in 2015, and received the Student Senator Award from 
the NOVA Student Government Association in 2014. In his current role, Islamudin serves as the assistant to the Ambassador of 
Afghanistan in the District of Columbia. Previously, he served with the United States military forces for eight years. He was deployed 
four times to Afghanistan in support of Operation Enduring Freedom, where he was a linguist, cultural adviser and targeting officer 
with command elements. Islamudin aspires to become a foreign service officer and use his academic and career experiences in his 
role to help create and sustain stronger communications between today’s nations.

ERICK ALONZO
College:  John Jay College of Criminal Justice, City University of New York 
Major:  Political Economy and Security Studies 
Hometown:  Bronx, New York

As a CUNY Service Corps member, Erick worked on the Participatory Budgeting Project, a democratic 
process in which community members directly decide how to spend part of a public budget. He conducted 
community outreach in the New York City Council’s Fifteenth District, a very diverse and economically 

challenged district in northwest Bronx, canvassing throughout public housing projects and other community dwellings in order to 
increase participation and turnout. His activities at John Jay College include volunteering as freshman representative in Student  
Council; serving as a teaching assistant on transnational organized crime; and being a peer advocate for the Urban Male Initiative. 
Erick is also an America Needs You Fellow, and a recipient of the 2015 Undergraduate Research Mentoring Fellowship and 
Congressional Hispanic Caucus Institute Scholarship. Erick’s goal is to obtain a doctorate in political economy and contribute to 
research on economic and political structures and their relationship to violence and crime.
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SADE AYINDE
College:  University of Maryland, College Park 
Major:  Global Economic Development and Policy  
Hometown:  Columbia, Maryland (Originally from Tema, Ghana)

As a first-generation student and immigrant, Sade is passionate about serving underrepresented 
populations through her leadership roles on campus. She has worked for several organizations in the 
District of Columbia and abroad, including the U.S. Department of State, United Nations Volunteers and 

Teach for All. She has taught English abroad in Thailand and recently returned from India where she collected socioeconomic data 
and interviewed urban and disadvantaged women in the slums of Bangalore. Her future goals include working in social impact and 
international development finance.

CHANEL BROWN
College:  Abilene Christian University 
Major:  Political Science  
Hometown:  Arlington, Texas

Chanel is a Jack Pope Fellow Scholar, a program designed for a select group of outstanding students on 
campus who plan to pursue a career in public service. Chanel recently completed research on the events 
in Ferguson, Missouri, that occurred in August of 2014 and the unconstitutional policing that has been 

happening in that city for years. Chanel is a member of Phi Eta Sigma and Alpha Chi National Honor Societies, and she has been 
on the dean’s list since her freshman year. She plays violin in the ACU Orchestra and is an active member of the Virtuous Sisterhood, 
a group of multicultural women who excel in academics, faith and community service. She was honored to have served as the 
Virtuous Sisterhood secretary during the 2014-15 school year. Chanel has volunteered with several organizations such as Habitat 
for Humanity, Alzheimer’s Association-West Texas Chapter and Meals on Wheels. Chanel’s post-undergraduate plans include 
obtaining a master’s degree in public administration or public policy with career aspirations of becoming a policy analyst.

KEVIN BROWN, JR.
College:  University of California, Los Angeles 
Major:  African American Studies 
Hometown:  San Francisco, California

Kevin is a third-year, transfer student. He has interned for AIDS Walk San Francisco as a coordinator, 
cofounded a Black Student Union, and has worked as a research assistant developing a peer mentoring 
plan that targets first-generation college students of color. He has done volunteer work at his community 

college with students whose first language is not English to help them develop confidence when writing, speaking and reading English. 
He was an ambassador for Campaign for College Opportunity advocating bills in the California Education Senate that would lead 
to positive outcomes for community college students. At UCLA, he is the volunteer chair and communication coordinator for Black 
Bruin Transfer Success, and a student researcher in the department of communication developing multimodal communication. He 
loves traveling and hopes to incorporate international development into his career.  
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MELISSA CANDELL
College:  University of California, Berkeley  
Major:  Latin American Studies 
Hometown:  Pomona, California

Melissa is a fifth-year, transfer student at UC Berkeley, who has devoted herself wholeheartedly to serving 
her community. In community college, she dedicated herself to serving the immigrant community by 
spearheading fundraisers to assist low-income families pay for Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals 

and by lobbying in favor of pro-immigrant policies. While at Cal, Melissa has taken the initiative to co-facilitate a student-led course 
in order to expose her peers to the injustices faced by the undocumented immigrant community in Arizona.

EMILY CHITTICK
College:  Pomona College 
Major:  Environmental Analysis and Chemistry 
Hometown:  Saint Petersburg, Florida

Emily has worked as an intern with the Community Home Energy Retrofit Project and with the Promotores 
de Pomona community health initiative, as well as being the student coordinator for Next Level college 
mentoring program at the Draper Center of Pomona College. Her activities at school include serving as an 

EcoRep, as a volunteer with the Coronado Garden Project, and as member and secretary of IDEAS club supporting undocumented 
students.

DAMON CLARK
College:  Harvard University 
Major:  Social Studies 
Hometown:  Asaayii, New Mexico

Damon participated as a White House intern in the Office of Public Engagement and Intergovernmental 
Affairs, where he worked on the first-ever White House Tribal Youth Gathering. His activities at Harvard 
College include serving as vice president of the Native Americans at Harvard College and the Ivy Native 

Council, working at the Harvard Project on American Indian Economic Development and being active with the Institute of Politics.

C. F. SEBASTIEN DALENCOURT
College:  Hunter College, City University of New York 
Major:  Computer Science and Public Policy 
Hometown:  Port-au-Prince, Haiti

Sebastien has participated in several science research programs—Summer Research Opportunities Program, 
Summer Undergraduate Research Program in Molecular and Quantitative & Computational Biology, and 
the Center for Brains, Minds and Machines’ Quantitative Methods Workshop. In addition, Sebastien has 

worked as a field screener collecting data as part of the New York City Health and Examination Nutrition Survey Project under 
the auspices of the CUNY Service Corps program. His volunteer work includes serving as an outreach coordinator at a nonprofit 
organization called Voices for Haiti, which manages a primary school in a rural province in Haiti where he hopes to help create a 
computer lab this summer. Currently, Sebastien is interning at the New York City Housing Authority’s Office of Resident Economic 
Empowerment and Sustainability.
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SURAYYA DIGGS
College:  Cornell University 
Major:  International Agriculture and Rural Development 
Hometown:  Harlem, New York

Surayya has a passion for traveling and giving back to her community. In Ithaca, New York, she has made 
an impact by teaching after-school programs for children during the week and volunteering at a maximum 
security center for male juvenile offenders on the weekend. On campus, Surayya serves as the Women of 

Color Coalition co-president, working to create a safe space for women of color at Cornell. Upon graduation, she plans to complete 
her master’s degree before joining the U.S. Foreign Service.

OCEANA GILLIAM
College:  Beloit College 
Major:  Political Science and Russian 
Hometown:  Los Angeles, California

Oceana has interned for U.S. Senator Barbara Boxer’s Los Angeles office. She has given informative and 
motivational speeches to high school students in Los Angeles about higher education. Oceana studied 
abroad in Moscow for one academic year. As a McNair Scholar, she completed and presented a research 

paper on Russia’s perception of race during the 18th and 19th centuries through the lives of Alexander Pushkin and Abram Gannibal.

JAYLEN HACKETT
College:  University of Southern Mississippi 
Major:  Economics and Political Science 
Hometown:  Mobile, Alabama

Jaylen has a passion for helping impoverished children close the opportunity gap. He created a mentoring 
partnership between his fraternity and a local middle school. He has led voter registration and education 
drives on campus and in the community. He was a Summer 2015 Congressional Black Caucus Foundation 

congressional intern in the District of Columbia serving in the office of Representative Gwen Moore of Wisconsin. He is also a 2016 
Truman Scholar Finalist. He is heavily involved with on-campus activities, serving as a Resident Adviser, Head Freshman Involvement 
Ambassador of the Afro-American Student Organization and much more.
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BALTAZAR HERNÁNDEZ
College:  Arizona State University 
Major:  Public Service and Public Policy 
Hometown:  Chandler, Arizona

Baltazar has been an active public servant since high school when he organized voter registration drives in 
the Phoenix metropolitan area. His interests in American government culminated in a legislative internship 
with Arizona’s first Latino Congressman Ed Pastor, as part of the Congressional Hispanic Caucus Institute’s 

internship program in the District of Columbia. Impassioned by language learning and traveling, Baltazar has completed travel 
writing courses in Paris and Berlin. An avid blogger, he has contributed to The Huffington Post’s Latino Voices. In light of renewed 
diplomatic relations, he joined the first ASU class to travel to Cuba as part of an International Political Economy course where he 
lived with a host family and studied at the Centro de Estudios Martianos in Havana. Having studied Russian for two years, Baltazar is 
interested in the opportunities to work internationally, especially in the realm of human rights and education. Baltazar has facilitated 
social justice workshops at conferences as part of Collegetown@ASU, a diversity and leadership organization. He is involved with 
the Si Se Puede Foundation’s educational outreach initiatives, where he mentors first-generation, college bound students in his 
hometown.

CHRISTIAN ILARRAZA COLON
College:  Florida International University 
Major:  International Relations 
Hometown:  Fajardo, Puerto Rico 

Christian is a junior at Florida International University studying international relations. His areas of focus 
are national security, the Middle East and Central Asia. Christian is particularly interested in Turkey, the 
implementation of the Strategic Depth Doctrine, and Turkey’s involvement in global affairs. Having studied 

in Turkey multiple times under different U.S. State Department funded programs, Christian has been able to groom his Turkish 
language skills and become more knowledgeable of the region.

RASHMEEN KAUR
College:  San Jose State University 
Major:  Political Science 
Hometown:  Mountain View, California

Rashmeen aspires to a graduate degree in public policy, specializing in education. The struggle she 
experienced growing up in an underprivileged community stimulated her interest in public policy. Rashmeen 
currently works with a nonprofit organization providing tutoring to first-generation students in math. She 

has worked with other similar nonprofit organizations that have provided her with a hands-on understanding of the inequalities in 
education that children from underprivileged communities face. As a legislative intern for Congresswomen Zoe Lofgren, Rashmeen 
worked closely with the staff member specializing in educational policy issues, giving her a bird’s-eye view of how public policy 
works at a higher level.
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GRACE LEE 
College:  Claremont McKenna College 
Major:  Philosophy, Politics and Economics 
Hometown:  Buena Park, California

Grace founded a mentoring organization at the Claremont Colleges that serves disadvantaged local high 
school students, and she was an intern for The District of Columbia Public Schools’ Urban Education Leaders 
Internship Program, American Enterprise Institute, and the U.S. House Ways and Means Committee’s 

Subcommittee on Human Resources. She has an interest in California politics and policy, working as a research assistant at the Rose 
Institute for State and Local Government and having interned for California Assembly Member Young Kim. Grace has a passion for 
addressing social issues and creating equal opportunity for all youth and hopes to work in her home state of California to influence 
education policy, among other areas of social policy.

JAMEE LIND
College:  Arizona State University 
Major:  Finance and Journalism 
Hometown:  Phoenix, Arizona

Jamee is the founder of the Entrepreneurship and Innovation Ambassadors club, which works to connect 
and guide students to entrepreneurial resources and events on campus. She is extremely passionate about 
innovation and its role in education and works as an after-school tutor for the America Reads service 

learning program at ASU. Jamee is currently undertaking her seventh internship and has had the privilege to intern under several 
large companies including Esquire Magazine, the Arizona Republic and MTV.

DESMOND MOFFITT
College:  George Mason University 
Major:  History 
Hometown:  Louisville, Kentucky

Desmond is a recipient of the Bill Gates Millennium Scholarship. As a freshman he cofounded an Honors 
College service organization called Mason U and served as its Community Empowerment and Research 
coordinator for two years before leaving to study abroad for two semesters at the Freie Universität in 

Berlin. Desmond’s overseas experience has shown him the invaluable attributes of a global perspective and cultural immersion in 
one’s college career, especially for future educators. One day he hopes to implement a policy that enables all aspiring educators to 
take this global perspective into low socioeconomic and underrepresented classrooms across the United States.
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GERTRUDE MORGAN DADZIE
College:  State University of New York, Albany 
Major:  Public Policy and Political Science 
Hometown:  Bronx, New York

Trudy has tutored and mentored sixth-grade to 12th-grade students at Albany High School, Refugee and 
Immigrant Support Service at Emmaus, and Liberty Partnerships. She continues to offer her services as a 
peer mentor and tutor to college students at SUNY Albany’s Project Excel office. She has also worked at 

the Project on Violent Conflict Center, where she conducted research and coded data on non-state violent organizations. Trudy 
hopes to become an international law attorney one day.

MORIAH NACIONALES-TAFOYA
College:  Wheaton College 
Major:  International Relations and Spanish 
Hometown:  Covina, California

Moriah completed an appointment with the U.S. State Department in Tegucigalpa, Honduras, this past 
spring, serving as an intern in the Consular section. She has also worked for several law firms in the Los 
Angeles area, working on employment and labor law. Her activities at Wheaton College include serving 

as a student government board member, a student tour guide and host, and as a member of Unidad Cristiana.

BINH NGUYEN
College:  University of California, Davis 
Major:  Political Science – Public Service, Sociology and Global Health Biology 
Hometown:  San Jose, California

Binh is an Asian & Pacific Islander American Scholarship Fund/United Health Foundation scholar and 
Young People For fellow. He is a first-generation immigrant from Vietnam and first to attend college in 
his family. Before coming to UC Davis, Binh worked as a community outreach specialist at Working 

Partnership USA – South Bay Labor Council and Services Immigrant Rights & Education Network to unite and empower marginalized 
communities. Working with Southeast Asia Resource Action Center and Santa Clara Community Health Partnership, he has utilized 
his advocacy skills in policy to be a better legal and health care advocate for immigrants. Currently, he is the certified interpreter/
intern at the Stanford Student Clinical Opportunities for Premedical Experience, which gives him the perfect opportunity to help 
others. He has been recognized as a National Institutes of Health Short-Term Research Experience for Underrepresented Persons 
Scholar, Stanford School of Medicine Social Change Leader and a fierce supporter of Universal Health Care with Single Payer. 
Binh believes that innovative community approaches to social welfare will improve outcomes for underrepresented families.
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MARISA NOWICKI
College:  University of North Texas 
Major:  Behavior Analysis and Psychology 
Hometown:  McKinney, Texas

Marisa is an undergraduate Terry Scholar at the University of North Texas where she conducts research 
as a member of a multidisciplinary research team. She has presented her research at both the South West 
Decision Sciences Institute conference and the Decision Sciences Institute conference, as well as Scholar’s 

Day at UNT. On campus, she is a member of the Phi Kappa Phi Honors Society, the National Society of Collegiate Scholars, the 
Golden Key International Honors Society, and the Alpha Chi Honors Society. Her achievements include the Frank B. Feigert Award 
for outstanding first-year honors college student, and participation in the Emerging Leaders’ Summit. Last summer she participated in 
a study abroad program in Costa Rica, and she is currently completing her spring semester in Barcelona, Spain.

DOUGLAS ORTIZ
College:  DePaul University 
Major:  Public Policy and Economics 
Hometown:  Des Plaines, Illinois 

Douglas is the president of the Roosevelt Institute at DePaul Chapter, where he leads policy research and 
policy change projects. He has worked at several organizations with an environmental focus such as Delta 
Institute, Environment Illinois and U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. He hopes to pursue a graduate degree in 

public policy to advance his commitment to public service.  

YAMILLET PAYANO
College:  American University  
Major:  Economics 
Hometown:  New York City, New York

Yamillet is passionate about catalyzing transformative growth in the United States, and reducing inequality 
in the Dominican Republic and Latin America as a whole. To this end, Yamillet hopes to use her degrees 
to positively shape U.S., Chinese and Latin American affairs by enhancing existing trade policies and 

strengthening ties among the three regions. She has volunteered with nonprofit organizations in the Dominican Republic, performed 
bankruptcy research and work for think tanks in the District of Columbia, and is currently working with a local small business in 
Beijing while she pursues her Chinese minor at Peking University. Born in New York, raised in a bilingual household with a strong 
Dominican culture, and educated in the District of Columbia, China and the Dominican Republic, she considers herself a globally 
minded citizen with a pan-Caribbean spirit. After earning her master’s degree in public policy, Yamillet hopes to enter international 
public service in the field of international trade and human rights.
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JUSTIN PEARSON
College:  Bowdoin College 
Major:  Government and Legal Studies 
Hometown:  Memphis, Tennessee

Justin researches the intersection of government and education as a Mellon Mays Fellow. The fourth of five 
sons born to teenage parents, both of whom went on to earn master’s degrees, Justin’s life experiences 
have shaped his view that all children regardless of their zip code, socioeconomic status, or beliefs 

deserve equal access to educational opportunities. Justin serves as executive director of Camp Hope Memphis, which provides 
summer enrichment opportunities in Memphis, Tennessee, to students from impoverished and violence-ridden neighborhoods. Justin 
hopes to engage students, teachers, principals and community members in his efforts to reform education policy in the United States.

RENEE PETERKIN
College:  Spelman College 
Major:  Political Science 
Hometown:  Jacksonville, Florida

Renee served in the U.S. Navy, achieving the rank of Petty Officer Second Class, as a Persian-Farsi linguist 
and analyst for the National Security Agency for 5 years before deciding to return to school. She is an 
active student on campus and has been a member of Spelman’s Student Government Association for two 

years, serving as administrative director and chief justice. She served as an intern for U.S. Senator Johnny Isakson in Atlanta and she 
volunteers with the Atlanta Community Food Bank. 

KATRINA SPIEZIO
College:  Washington and Lee University 
Major:  Politics, Studio Art and Business Administration 
Hometown:  Taunton, Massachusetts

Katrina, a QuestBridge Scholar and Bonner Scholar, has spent her college career pursuing social justice 
with the Shepherd Poverty and Human Capability Studies program. Last summer, she worked with Project 
Esperanza in Puerto Plata, Dominican Republic, leading arts and crafts at an English-immersion summer 

camp for Haitian refugee children. Previously, she was an outreach and development intern for the small nonprofit Cora Dance in 
Red Hook, Brooklyn. A recipient of the Gilman Scholarship for study abroad in China, she is secretary of the Pan-Asian Association 
for Cultural Exchange and was adopted from China as a baby. Katrina is a member of the W&L Repertory Dance Company, club 
polo team and has served over 2000 hours in her local college community. 

DANA SWEENEY
College:  University of Alabama 
Major:  English 
Hometown:  Kingsland, Georgia

Dana is interested in the intersections between storytelling, political dialogue and policy development. 
He has served as a White House Associate in the Office of Presidential Correspondence, has conducted 
research as a Presidential Fellow at the Center for the Study of the Presidency and Congress, and now 

works as a Vote Everywhere Ambassador for The Andrew Goodman Foundation. Dana also works extensively with high school 
students as the director of a youth poetry network spanning western Alabama.  
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MATTHEW TREVIÑO
College:  University of Texas at San Antonio  
Major:  Philosophy  
Hometown:  San Antonio, Texas 

Matthew served as a communications intern at Jhpiego during his time as a Bill Archer Fellow. He is 
a Ronald E. McNair Scholar and has completed his thesis on feminist ethical theory and U.S-Mexico 
border issues. Matthew has volunteered as the media director of For the Kids, a student-run nonprofit 

philanthropy, and as voter registrar with MOVE San Antonio. Matthew has studied abroad in China, Italy and Japan, and will return 
to Italy this fall.

RAYMOND TRUONG
College:  University of Miami 
Major:  Health Sector Management and Policy 
Hometown:  Boca Raton, Florida

Raymond is an aspiring medical professional who devotes his time largely to the areas of science, health 
care, health policy and social justice. At the University of Miami, Raymond serves as an associate justice of 
the Student Government Supreme Court, the president of the Honors Students’ Association, and a member 

of the Civic Scholars Program and the university-wide Standing Committee on Diversity and Inclusion. As a research assistant at the 
Miami Center for AIDS Research, Raymond has explored the role monocytes (a type of white blood cell) play in immune response 
to the flu vaccine in HIV-infected patients. For his research, he was awarded an Honors Summer Research Grant and accepted to 
present at Harvard Medical School and schools across South Florida. His previous work includes assisting law students with health 
rights cases and working as a political fellow for Florida Competes to help pass legislation banning discrimination based on sexual 
orientation or gender identity. During the summer of 2015, Raymond studied abroad as a Gilman Scholar in Spain, where he 
participated in an intensive Spanish language program across Spain’s major cities. He plans to continue studying Spanish in order 
to communicate more fluently with the Spanish-speaking population.

ITZEL VASQUEZ-RODRIGUEZ
College:  Harvard University 
Major:  Sociology 
Hometown:  Lakewood, California

Itzel is a Mellon Mays Undergraduate fellow and has conducted independent research on environmental 
policy in Cuba and Costa Rica this past year. Itzel’s activities at Harvard include being co-chair of Concilio 
Latino and an active member of cultural groups like Fuerza, Native Americans at Harvard College, RAZA 

and Latinas Unidas. Her volunteer work as of late has included working with the Student Labor Action Movement to fight for fair 
contract negotiations for Harvard workers.
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