
WWS 582d: Evaluating Empiri
al Studies for Publi
 Poli
y, Spring 2009Instru
tor: Professor David S. LeeCourse Day/Time: MW 10:40 - 12:10Bla
kboard Website: https://bla
kboard.prin
eton.edu/pu
ourse/WWS582D_S2009O�
e Hours: Sign-up online at http://www.prin
eton.edu/~davidleeCourse Des
ription and Obje
tivesFor every important poli
y issue, de
ision-makers will be fa
ed with the results from numerousdata-based analyses. Often, perhaps be
ause the issue is 
ontroversial, various studies will givevery di�erent answers. How 
an they de
ide whi
h studies are reliable or unreliable? This 
ourseintrodu
es students to a dis
iplined approa
h to evaluating the 
redibility of empiri
al studies.The goal is to develop the ability to identify the 
ru
ial assumptions that are made to justify theinferen
es made from the data, and also to explore ways of assessing the validity of thoseassumptions, and hen
e the studies' 
on
lusions. We will dis
uss the various "resear
h designs" �experimental, quasi-experimental, and des
riptive � on whi
h empiri
al analyses are based,primarily in the 
ontext of labor market poli
ies in the U.S. Examples in other areas�environmental e
onomi
s, health, and politi
al e
onomy�will be dis
ussed as well.By the end of the 
ourse, the hope is that you will be able to provide a reasoned assessment �based on the prin
iples that you have learned about about statisti
al and 
ausal inferen
e � ofwhat we know and don't know from an empiri
al literature on publi
 poli
y-related areas ofinterest.Referen
es and Required Reading1. Referen
e: Kennedy, Peter, �A Guide to E
onometri
s� 6th Edition.2. Required Reading: Arti
les assigned below (available online via www.jstor.org).Pre-requisite: WWS 508b/
 (or equivalent) OR 507b/
 with instru
tor approval.Course RequirementsClass Parti
ipation: 10 per
entWeekly Submission of Questions/Comments: 40 per
ent1



Take-home Mid-term: 15 per
entEmpiri
al Exer
ise: 20 per
entTake-home Final: 15 per
ent1. Class parti
ipation: Contributions to 
lass dis
ussion2. Weekly Submission of Questions: Ea
h week's le
tures will fo
us on 1 resear
h paper, whi
hyou will be required to read 
arefully. A typi
al 
y
le will look like this: 1) You will have begunreading through the resear
h paper, 2) On Wednesday, I will introdu
e some basi
 
on
eptsthat will help in understanding the paper, 3) By the end of the day on Thursday, you will havee-mailed me (in .do
, or .tex format), questions that you have about the paper/topi
, 4) thefollowing week's le
ture and dis
ussion will dire
tly address your questions/issues; meanwhileyou will have started to read through next week's readings.Your questions 
an be on anything, but should be detailed enough to 
onvey what you do andwhat you don't understand about a parti
ular issue. Prioritize your questions/
omments. Ifyou do not have questions, per se, submit 
omments or 
ritiques on the paper. Explain whyyou do or do not believe in the 
on
lusions made by the authors.3. Take-home Mid-term: You will be tested on the 
on
epts learned so far in an open-book exam.4. Empiri
al Exer
ise: You will 
arry out a empiri
al repli
ation exer
ise, and report on your�ndings towards the end of the semester. Details on this exer
ise will be given on 3/4/09.5. Take-home Final: This open-book exam will test all 
on
epts 
overed throughout the semester.Course S
hedule (subje
t to minor modi�
ation)1. 2/2/09: Le
ture: Introdu
tion, Probability and Statisti
s Review2. 2/4/09: Le
ture: Probability and Statisti
s Review, Introdu
tion to CausalityQuestions on Card and Robins (1996) DUE 2/5/093. 2/9/09: Le
ture: Randomized Experiments, Perfe
t Complian
e. Dis
ussion: Card andRobins (1996)4. 2/11/09: Dis
ussion 
ontinued. Introdu
tion to Imperfe
t Complian
e.Questions on Angrist (1990) DUE 2/12/095. 2/16/09: Le
ture: Randomized Experiments, Imperfe
t Complian
e. Dis
ussion: Angrist(1990)6. 2/18/09: Dis
ussion 
ontinued. Introdu
tion: Instrumental Variables.Questions on Angrist and Evans (1998) DUE 2/19/097. 2/23/09: Le
ture: Instrumental Variables. Dis
ussion: Angrist and Evans (1998)2



8. 2/25/09: Dis
ussion 
ontinued.Questions on Angrist (1991) DUE 2/26/099. 3/2/09: Le
ture: More on Instrumental Variables. Dis
ussion: Angrist (1991)10. 3/4/09: Dis
ussion 
ontinued. Empiri
al Exer
ise.11. 3/9/09: Mid-term summary. Introdu
tion: Regression dis
ontinuity designs.Questions on Lee (2008) DUE 3/19/0912. 3/11/09: Mid-term13. 3/23/09: Le
ture: Regression dis
ontinuity designs. Dis
ussion: Lee (2008)14. 3/25/09: Dis
ussion 
ontinued. Introdu
tion to Di�eren
e-in-di�eren
esQuestions on Card and Krueger (1994) DUE 3/26/0915. 3/30/09: Le
ture: Di�eren
e-in-di�eren
es. Dis
ussion: Card and Krueger (1994)16. 4/1/09: Dis
ussion 
ontinued.Questions on Ashenfelter and Card (1985) DUE 3/2/0917. 4/6/09: Le
ture: More on Di�eren
e-in-di�eren
es. Dis
ussion: Ashenfelter and Krueger(1994)18. 4/8/09: Dis
ussion 
ontinued. Introdu
tion: Event-study Analyses.Questions on Ja
obson et al. (1993) DUE 3/9/0919. 4/13/09: Le
ture: Event-study analyses. Dis
ussion: Ja
obson et al. (1993)20. 4/15/09: Dis
ussion 
ontinued. Introdu
tion: Mat
hing on ObservablesQuestions on Angrist (1998) DUE 4/16/0921. 4/20/09: Le
ture: Mat
hing on Observables, Dis
ussion: Angrist (1998)22. 4/22/09: Student Presentations: Empiri
al Exer
ise23. 4/27/09: Student Presentations: Empiri
al Exer
ise24. 4/29/09: SummaryReferen
esAngrist, J., �Lifetime Earnings and the Vietnam Era Draft Lottery: Eviden
e from So
ial Se
urityAdministrative Re
ords,� Ameri
an E
onomi
 Review, 1990, 80 (3), 313�336.Angrist, Joshua, �Grouped-data Estimation and Testing in Simple Labor Supply Models,� Journalof E
onometri
s, February/Mar
h 1991, 47 (2/3), 243�267.Angrist, Joshua D., �Estimating the Labor Market Impa
t of Voluntary Military Servi
e usingSo
ial Se
urity Data on Military Appli
ants,� E
onometri
a, 1998, 66, 249�288.and Willian N. Evans, �Children and Their Parents' Labor Supply: Eviden
e from ExogenousVariation in Family Size,� Ameri
an E
onomi
 Review, 1998, 88, 450�477.3



Ashenfelter, Orley and Alan B. Krueger, �Estimates of the E
onomi
 Returns to S
hoolingfrom a New Sample of Identi
al Twins,� Ameri
an E
onomi
 Review, De
ember 1994, 84 (5),1157�1173.and David Card, �Using the Longitudinal Stru
ture of Earnings to Estimate the E�e
t ofTraining Programs,� Review of E
onomi
s and Statisti
s, 1985, 67.Card, David and Alan B. Krueger, �Minimum Wages and Employment � A Case Study of theFast-food Industry in New Jersey and Pennsylvania,� Ameri
an E
onomi
 Review, September1994, 84 (4), 772�793.and Philip K. Robins, �Do Finan
ial In
entives En
ourage Welfare Re
ipients to Work?Eviden
e from a Randomized Evaluation of the Self-Su�
ien
y Proje
t,� Working Paper 5701,National Bureau of E
onomi
 Resear
h August 1996.Ja
obson, L., Robert LaLonde, and Daniel Sullivan, �Earnings Losses of Displa
ed Workers,�Ameri
an E
onomi
 Review, September 1993, 83 (4), 685�709.Lee, David S., �Randomized Experiments from Non-random Sele
tion in U.S. House Ele
tions,�Journal of E
onometri
s, 2008, 142 (2), 675�697.

4


