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This course will cover several approaches for evaluating military issues.  Methodologies 
range from simple quantitative tools for understanding combat to structured use of military 
history to defense budget calculations to simple assessments of military technology.  The course 
will address four main subjects, spending roughly comparable time on each: 

 
 the defense budget and decisions on defense resource allocations; 
 modeling and simulating combat; 
 understanding issues in military technology such as missile defense and the 

hypothesis that a revolution in military affairs is underway; 
 military transport, supply, and logistics including airlift, sealift, and ground transport 

 
In the interest of keeping the amount of material manageable and digestible, and avoiding 
overlap with other courses, this course will not devote extensive time to counterterrorism, the 
Iraq war, or the scientific fundamentals of weapons of mass destruction.  Nor will it emphasize 
the current policy debate; the focus, rather, will be on methodologies of more general 
application. That said, case studies where possible will examine contemporary issues as case 
studies, primarily but not exclusively those involving the United States. 
 
Grading will be based on a mid-term and a take-home final exam that will require synthesizing 
and analytically applying a substantial fraction of the course readings, as well as on class 
participation.  (Given the nature of the subject matter, however, there is typically less extensive 
discussion/debate in this course than in most seminars.)  Each three-hour period will typically be 
divided into roughly equal halves, the first being devoted to a presentation by the professor and 
the second to Q&A/discussion. 
 
There will be a main textbook for the course, a forthcoming Princeton University Press book by 
the course professor (distributed in draft or page proof form to students).  There will be a modest 
number of supplemental readings as well. 
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Tuesday Sept. 16, Budget I 
Tuesday Sept. 23, Budget II 
Tuesday Sept. 30, Budget III 
Tuesday, Oct.7:  Budget IV 
Tuesday Oct. 14, Combat Modeling I 
Tuesday Oct. 21, Combat Modeling II 
Tuesday Nov. 4 Combat Modeling III 
Tuesday Nov. 11, Science and Tech: Midterm Due (no reading) 
Tuesday Nov. 18, Science and Tech II 
Tuesday Nov. 25, Science and Tech III 
Tuesday Dec. 2, Logistics 
Tuesday Dec. 9, Logistics 


