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WWS 593d: Humanitarian Crisis Management

Course Description

Providing and deploying humanitarian assistance is a long-standing United Nations response to
armed conflict. In the past when peacekeeping forces were deployed, there was little, if any,
interaction between the forces and the various U.N. agencies or non-governmental organizations.
During the 1990’s, however, the nature of conflicts changed dramatically with more than 90
percent of the conflicts taking place within rather than between states. Due to this dramatic
increase in intra-state conflicts, the U.N. has had to work to both establish peace, a safe and
secure environment, and provide emergency relief to affected populations. This scope of work
requires much greater interaction and coordination among the key actors involved. Humanitarian
assistance never occurs in a vacuum. The way in which assistance is designed and delivered,
the funding process, and the selection of local partners and intermediaries has important political
conseqguences.

The provision of humanitarian assistance is often politically complex, and an effective response
requires both a thorough understanding of the international and local political context within which
the mandate is framed and the increased need for U.N. peacekeeping operations, U.N. agencies
and non-governmental actors to work more closely to maintain the three principles of
humanitarian assistance: humanity, impatrtiality, and neutrality. The course will study the
interaction of the players concerned and their respective roles in humanitarian crisis situations.

Course Requirements

All students are expected to participate in the weekly class discussions. Student participation is
absolutely essential and class participation will be one of the major determinates in the evaluation
process. Additionally, each student will be responsible for preparing a twenty (20) page paper
that focuses on a topic relevant to the course.

Course Materials

There is no requirement to buy books. The course readings consist of books, articles, and
primary documents related to the seminar topic. All of the articles and books listed in the
suggested bibliography will be placed on reserve for your use at the University library.
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