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Course Description 
 
The question of why the United Nations (U.N.) matters in the 21st 
century is more germane than ever.  Deep divisions among Member States 
about the United Nation’s global role have greatly challenged the 
perception of the U.N.’s relevance versus irrelevance on the 
international stage.  Both the evolving global dynamic over the past 
five years and the international events that have occurred have brought 
about a radically transformed global security environment.  The United 
Nations is still the only global organization that can confirm 
international legitimacy in our attempts to resolve the ongoing 
challenges to global security.  To ensure and assess the continued 
commitment of Member States to the role of the United Nations in 
the international arena, this September the General Assembly will take 
stock of where it stands five years after the adoption of the 
Millennium Declaration.  The capacity of the United Nations to respond 
adequately to current security challenges is very much in doubt.  The 
challenge is for the United Nations to adapt itself as a tool to 
achieve an international stable environment is its ability to adapt 
itself to the new challenges of this century.  Many treat reform as an 
event and expect early and immediate dividends, not realizing that 
reform is not an event but a process.  The United Nations has never 
pretended to be a perfect instrument and at times, both now and in the 
past, it has suffered deep divisions that in part often pre-empted 
success.  The preamble of the United Nations Charter to “save 
succeeding generations from the scourge of war” is as timely now as 
when it was written.  Over the next six weeks, we will examine these 
issues and attempt to determine the United Nations continued role on 
the international stage.   
 
Course Requirements 
 
All students are expected to participate in the weekly class 
discussions.  Student participation is absolutely essential and class 
participation will be one of the major determinates in the evaluation 
process.  Additionally, each student will be responsible for preparing 
a twenty (20) page paper that focuses on a topic relevant to the 
course. 



 
Course Materials 
 
There is no requirement to buy books.  The course readings consist of 
books, articles, and primary documents related to the seminar topic.  
All of the articles and books listed in the suggested bibliography will 
be placed on reserve for your use at the University library.   
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