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“Bought and Sold: Faces of Modern Day Slavery”, photography on loan from the 
World Bank, is a pictorial essay of one of the most devastating embodiments of 
mankind’s savagery toward its own. Kay Chernush’s photographs give the viewer an 
unflinching portrayal of human trafficking which represents one of the fastest growing 
criminal enterprises in the world. The sale of human beings is the third most profitable 
criminal activity after drug and arms trafficking, and Chernush captures it as it unfolds in 
both the hidden shadows of the underworld, and in broad daylight across several 
continents.  

Images include exploited women in brothels, bonded child laborers in textile and brick 
factories, enslaved children on fishing vessels, as well as images of parents in search of 
their stolen children from Europe, Africa and India. Other images depict abused women 
who have begun to rebuild their lives with the help of non-governmental organizations, 
and victimized children attending special schools where they receive counseling and 
education. In writing about her human trafficking work, the photographer explains, “My 
photographs are an attempt to put a human face on the statistics and headlines, to tell the 
stories of modern-day enslavement and the journey towards freedom.” 

Kay Chernush is a leading US photographer with 25 years of experience in commercial 
and fine art photography. A graduate of Sarah Lawrence College and recipient of a 
Fulbright grant to India, she started out as a writer but became hooked on photography 
while working for the Peace Corps in West Africa. She has photographed more than 50 
feature stories for SMITHSONIAN MAGAZINE and shoots for many other national and 
international publications and major corporations. Recently she has turned her attention 
to personal projects involving her experience with breast cancer, empathy and tribal 



stereotypes. Her interest in issues related to human trafficking began with an assignment 
for the State Department in 2005, work that has been exhibited at the United Nations in 
New York and Vienna and at the World Bank in Washington, DC. An on-going audio-
visual project on sex-trafficking will be exhibited in Amsterdam in the fall of 2009. 

 

 

 


